01	Health and safety procedures
01.7	Outdoors
· Outdoor areas are risk assessed, checked before use and monitored throughout the session; hazards are removed or the area is made inaccessible until made safe.
· All gates, doors, fences and boundaries are secure, maintained, and appropriate to prevent children from leaving the premises unsupervised and to prevent unauthorised access.
· The outdoor area is checked daily to ensure animal fouling, litter, sharp objects (including glass) and other contaminants are removed. Staff use suitable protective equipment (for example, disposable gloves) and follow infection prevention and control procedures.
· Plants, bushes and overhanging trees are checked to reduce risks from poisonous berries, thorns, sap, stings and allergens; access is controlled where risks cannot be removed.
· Outdoor equipment and toys (including climbing apparatus) are checked for damage, stability and safe surfaces; defective items are removed from use immediately and reported to the setting’s Health & Safety Officer/Manager.
· Wooden and moveable equipment is stored safely when not in use, set up appropriately for the age/stage of children, and is not used if broken or unsafe.
· Children are always supervised outdoors in line with statutory staff:child ratios; supervision is active and takes account of sight lines, blind spots and higher-risk activities.
· Staff deployment outdoors is planned so children can be seen/heard and supported; positioning reflects the needs of the cohort, the layout, and any identified risks.
· Outdoor experiences are inclusive. We make reasonable adjustments where needed so disabled children and children with SEND can access outdoor play safely and with dignity, balancing individual needs with overall safety.
· Children are suitably dressed for weather conditions and the activity. We work in partnership with parents/carers to support appropriate clothing and footwear.
· In hot weather, outdoor play is adapted (for example, shade use, shorter sessions, hydration and rest). Sun cream is applied in accordance with parental permission and the setting’s care/health arrangements; hats and protective clothing are encouraged.
· If a child has no adequate sun protection, staff will take proportionate steps to reduce risk (for example, prioritising shaded play, adjusting activities, or limiting time in direct sun) and will discuss ongoing arrangements with parents/carers.
· Children are supervised on climbing equipment and during higher-risk play, particularly younger children and those who require additional support. Staff intervene as needed and reinforce safe use.
· Water play is supervised and risk assessed. Equipment is emptied after use, cleaned, and stored so water does not stagnate. Containers are left upturned to prevent rainwater collection and contamination.
· Signs of vermin are recorded, control measures are implemented, and issues are escalated to the Manager/Health & Safety Officer. Environmental Health is contacted where required.
· Outdoor areas affected by flooding, ice, storms or other unsafe conditions are not used until made safe, cleaned (where appropriate) and a reassessment confirms they are suitable.
· If paddling pools or similar are used, a specific risk assessment is completed (including hygiene, supervision, safe water handling and safe emptying). Reasonable adjustments are considered so that disabled children or children with reduced mobility can participate safely.
Drones
If there are concerns about a drone being flown over or near the outdoor area that could compromise children’s safety, welfare or privacy, staff will act immediately to safeguard children. The setting manager will assess the risk and, where appropriate, contact the police (101, or 999 in an emergency). The manager will also consider whether the incident meets the threshold for reporting as a serious childcare incident/significant event to Ofsted (as soon as possible and in any event within 14 days) and/or referral to the local authority/designated safeguarding partners.
· Children are brought inside immediately (or moved to a safer area) and supervised.
· Staff record key details (date/time/location, description of drone/operator if known, actions taken, any impact on children, witnesses) and inform the Manager/DSL without delay.
· Parents/carers are informed promptly, including the actions taken by the setting and any advice received from the police or safeguarding agencies.
· The police will follow their own procedures and will be supported with any information requested.
· If any images/footage appear online that could identify the setting, children or staff, this is reported to the police and managed in line with safeguarding and data protection procedures.
· A record is completed in the setting’s incident recording system. Where safeguarding thresholds are met, safeguarding procedures are followed and any required notifications/referrals are made without delay.
· the drone has hovered specifically over the outdoor area for any length of time or appears to be recording
· there is a likelihood that images/footage of children have been captured
· the drone is spotted on more than one occasion, or there is a pattern of repeated incidents
· the police or safeguarding agencies advise there is cause for concern
Where this is the case, 06 Safeguarding children, young people and vulnerable adults procedures are followed.
Further guidance
Ofsted guidance on reporting serious childcare incidents/significant events (report as soon as possible and within 14 days) and the current EYFS statutory framework (safeguarding and welfare requirements).
